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Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication{s) filed on 26 January 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1 and 3-6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1 and 3-6 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-6 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takahashi 
et al. (US Patent # 6,630,960) in view of Takei (US Patent # 5,353,058). 

[Claim 1] 

Takahashi et al. teaches a digital camera (figure 3) comprising an image pickup device (3) for 
capturing an image of a subject; 

an exposure determining element (figure 3, system control circuit 25) for determining 
exposure parameters in image capturing (col. 8 lines 1 1-23), 

a selector (figure 3, photo-taking mode selector 20) for selecting a type of metering 
process (figure 7 shows "center weighted light metering" wherein the priority is given to a 
central area and a landscaping mode wherein the priority is given to lower areas as shown in 
figure 8) fi*om among a plurality of metering processes (center weighted or landscape mode) for 
determining said exposure parameters (col. 8 lines 6-54) and 
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wherein the image is divided into a plurality of specific areas, the selected metering 
processes determines the exposure parameters in at least one of the specific areas (24 areas for 
center weighted and 1-6 areas for landscape mode); 

Takahashi fails to teach a corrector for correcting said image captured under the exposure 
parameters determined through a correcting process, and the corrector individually corrects at 
least one of the specific areas of the image through the correcting process set based upon the 
determined exposure parameters of the specific areas. 

However Takei teaches a camera (figure 4) comprising an exposure correction-signal 
generating circuit 42 by dividing the imaged frame into a plurality of areas, essentially follows 
the position of the subject in the imaged frame based upon luminance information and 
chromaticity information in each area, accurately detects the luminance information and 
chromaticity information at each position of the subject, and performs prescribed arithmetic 
processing to generate the exposure correction signal (col. 4 lines 22-34). Takei further teaches 
exposure correction in more detail (col 7 lines 22-col. 8 line 2). 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Takahashi and Takei, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used a corrector 
for con'ecting said image captured under the exposure parameters determined through a 
correcting process, and the corrector individually corrects at least one of the specific areas of the 
image through the correcting process set based upon the determined exposure parameters of the 
specific areas in order to perform appropriate exposure control conforming to the photographic 
condition of the subject. 
[Claim 3] 
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Takahashi teaches a meter (figxire 3, element 25) for performing metering process in 
determination of said exposure parameters in which brightness in a specific area is weighted 
within an image capturing range (col. 5 lines 52-67, figure 4). Takei teaches a camera (figure 4) 
comprising an exposure correction-signal generating circuit 42 by dividing the imaged fi*ame into 
a plurality of areas (col. 4 lines 22-34, col. 7 lines 22-col. 8 line 2). 
[Claim 4] 

Takahashi et al. teaches a control unit 25 determines a relation between luminance (brightness) 
in the image and said subject on the basis of a result of different phototaking modes and based on 
the relation corrects the exposure (col. 18 lines 31-61). Takei teaches a camera (figure 4) 
comprising an exposure correction-signal generating circuit 42 by dividing the imaged fi-ame into 
a plurality of areas (col. 4 lines 22-34, col. 7 lines 22-col 8 line 2). 
[Claim 5] 

Takahashi et al. teaches a digital camera (figure 3) comprising an image pickup device (figure 3, 
element 3) for capturing an image of a subject; an exposure determining element (figure 3, 
element 25) for determining exposure parameters in image capturing, a meter (figure 3, element 
25) for performing metering process in determination of said exposure parameters in which 
brightness in a specific area is weighted within an image capturing range (col. 5 lines 52-67, 
figure 4). Takahashi fiirther teaches a photographing mode having high contrast (col. 37 Hues 1 1- 
14), which would inherently involve the control unit to optimize an image based on contrast. 

Takahashi fails to teach a corrector for correcting said image captured under the exposure 
parameters determined by said exposure determining element on the basis of values of pixels 
corresponding to said specific area. 
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However Takei teaches a camera (figure 4) con^rising an exposure correction- 
signal generating circuit 42 by dividing the imaged frame into a plurality of areas, essentially 
follows the position of the subject in the imaged frame based upon luminance information and 
chromaticity information in each area, accurately detects the luminance information and 
chromaticity information at each position of the subject, and performs prescribed arithmetic 
processing to generate the exposure correction signal (col. 4 lines 22-34, col. 7 lines 22-col. 8 
line 2). 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Takahashi and Takei, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used a corrector 
for con*ecting said image captured under the exposure parameters determined by said exposure 
detennining element on the basis of values of pixels corresponding to said specific area in order 
to perform appropriate exposure control conforming to the photographic condition of the subject. 
[Claim 6] 

Takahashi et al. teaches a digital camera (figure 3) comprising an image pickup device (3) for 
capturing an image of a subject; an exposure determining element (25) for determining exposure 
parameters in image capturing, a meter (25) for performing metering process in determination of 
said exposure parameters, including brightness in which a plurality of areas in an image 
capturing range are metered (col. 7 line 50-col. 8 line 23, luminance is same as brightness), a 
divider (25) for dividing said image on the basis of positions of said plurality of areas (col. 8 
lines 7-11). 

Takahashi fails to teach a corrector for individually correcting each of said pluraUty of 
divided areas captured under the exposure parameters determined by said exposure determining 
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element through a correcting process through a correcting process individually according to a 
distribution of brightness in the image capturing range, as determined by the metering process. 

However Takei teaches a camera (figure 4) comprising an exposure correction- 
signal generating circuit 42 by dividing the imaged frame into a plurality of areas, essentially 
follows the position of the subject in the imaged frame based upon luminance information and 
chromaticity information in each area, accurately detects the luminance information and 
chromaticity information at each position of the subject, and performs prescribed arithmetic 
processing to generate the exposure correction signal (col 4 lines 22-34, col. 7 lines 22-col. 8 
line 2), 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Takahashi and Takei, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used a corrector 
for individually correcting each of said plurality of divided areas captured under the exposure 
parameters determined by said exposure determining element through a correcting process 
through a correcting process individually according to a distribution of brightness in the image 
capturing range, as determined by the metering process in order to perform appropriate exposure 
control confoiTning to the photographic condition of the subject. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 



Application/Control Number: 09/828,787 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2615 

4. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

YKA 

February 14, 2006 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



